Congress of the United States
Washington, DC 20515

September 19, 2007

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Speaker

H-232, U.S. Capitol
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Madame Speaker:

We are writing to request your support for passage of legislation before the end of
this month that will temporarily extend the current State Children’s Health Insurance
Program (SCHIP) beyond the looming September 30, 2007 expiration date, to allow
additional time for a responsible, bipartisan SCHIP reauthorization bill to be crafted.

Republicans strongly support renewing SCHIP to help low-income children
receive quality health insurance, and we believe this reauthorization effort should reflect
the same bipartisan spirit that marked our creation of the program in 1997 to make sure
low-income children get the health insurance they need.

As you know, the Republican Members of the Committees on Energy and
Commerce and Ways and Means requested months ago the opportunity to work with
their counterparts to develop a bill that reauthorizes the SCHIP program. Since both
chambers have yet to pass legislation that the President would consider signing, we
strongly encourage you to join Republicans in supporting legislation that would extend
the existing SCHIP program for a temporary time frame. Our nation’s governors need a
stable SCHIP program so they may properly budget over the next fiscal year. Instead of
knowingly sending the President a bill that he will veto, an extension of the current
program would give Members a chance to work together to develop bipartisan policy
solutions to reauthorize and improve SCHIP on behalf of low-income children.

We look forward to working with you to reauthorizing SCHIP, a program that is
so vital to millions of children and families throughout the nation.

Sinc erely,

hn Bog ncr Roy Bl
Republican Leader Republi¢an Whi



